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WHITTINGTON PARISH PLAN 

AN INTRODUCTION FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

It gives me great pleasure on behalf of Whittington Parish Council to present the 2016 Parish Plan to 
the residents of Whittington Parish.  A lot of volunteer work has been carried out by many local 
residents, to ensure the plan represents the views of our parishioners and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank them for the all the efforts they have put in. 
 
This plan will now go forward to Shropshire Council and will be used by both the parish and county 
council, to ensure that the views of people living in Whittington parish are taken into account when 
planning for the future.  This will affect the supply of services, planning applications, support for local 
organisations as well as many other aspects of our lives. 
 
I encourage you to read the plan.  It contains a lot of information about where you live as well as 
information on how we feel the parish may change in the future. 
 
Greg Hickman 
Chair 
Whittington Parish Council 
 

OPENING FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP 

As a result of a Parish Plan óKick-Startô meeting held on 18th June 2013 a Steering Group was formed 

to produce this document, which hopefully is a reflection of the views and aspirations of the residents 

of the parish of Whittington based both on those present at that first meeting, combined with the 

results of a questionnaire sent to every home last year and the children of Whittington School. 

The aim of this document is to communicate the views of residents to the various responsible 
authorities, vis: the Parish Council, Shropshire Council and the Government, in regards to matters of 
concern. Some matters are more easily resolved than others but by putting this plan together with a 
mandate from the community we are showing that we do care for the wellbeing of this our parish. 

I would like to thank all those who live in the parish and contributed to this Parish Plan and the 

Steering Group who were charged with putting it all together. 

John Carroll 
Chairman 
Whittington Parish Plan Steering Group 
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WHITTINGTON PARISH AN INTRODUCTION 

History 

  

Whittington appears to have been a prehistoric site 
with major earth works dating from the Iron age 
(2000-2500 years ago); once more extensive, they 
can be traced on aerial photographs extending 
north and in recorded times under what is now the 
car park of the White Lion, it is not known if they 
once extended across the road to the east. 
 
The site may have been the Dark Ages stronghold 
of King Cynddylan. There was a settlement here, 
with 15 villagers and 6 small holdings with 12 
ploughs recorded in the Domesday Book.  

Whittington belonged to the area known as the Marches, legally neither part of England nor Wales, 
where the local landowners were expected to defend themselves against Welsh raiding parties. The 
first recorded castle being built around 1114 when Henry I granted the village to William Peverel.  
 
The castle was captured and burnt by Llywelyn ab lorwerth the Great, and when recaptured, Henry III 
granted Fulk FitzWarin permission for the castle to be rebuilt in stone.  
 
King John had denied the right of Fulk FitzWarin to the castle and he lived for a time as an outlaw, 
with many romantic stories becoming associated with him, he may even have been the origin of the 
story of Robin Hood.  
 
After the act of union in 1536 Whittington became part of Shropshire, although the parish remained 
part of the Welsh diocese of Asaph for a period of time. 
 
In the 19

th
 century two railway lines came to Whittington, the low level on the GWR Shrewsbury to 

Chester line and the high level, on the Cambrian line between Oswestry and Whitchurch with an 
interesting ı mile walk if you wanted to change lines. 
 
During the first world war the country house Park Hall became a large army camp, which was 
reopened during the second world war and remained as a training camp into the 1970s, it is now used 
for housing and light industry. The army hospital just outside the parish became the Robert Jones and 
Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital. 
 
The Parish church of St John the Baptist can 
trace its history back to 1218 when David 
Vewan is mentioned as Rector of Whittington. 
The church would have been a wooden building 
at this time. The first stone church was 
commissioned in 1630 by 1st Fulk FitzWarin. 
The Parish registers date from 1591 providing a 
wealth of information and these are now housed 
in the County archives. The churchós wooden 
tower was taken down in 1736 and the present 
one completed in 1747. The present Church 
was built in1802/5 of red brick to match the 
tower. The Chancel, Lady Chapel and Vestry 
were built in the 1860ós and extensive changes 
were made in 1894. 
The Church seats approximately 350. The tower 
houses 6 bells and a clock which dates from 
Queen Victoriaós Golden Jubilee Celebrations. 
The Church is known to have had 2 organs a 
ñbarrel organò built in 1810 superseded by a 
Brevington organ in 1867.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dark_Ages_(historiography)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cynddylan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domesday_Book
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TODAY 

The civil parish of Whittington is in North West Shropshire. It had a population of 2,592 at the 2011 

census. The village of Whittington is in the centre of the Parish, with four smaller Hamlets, Park Hall 

to its west, Hindford and Lower Frankton to the north-east and Babbinswood to the south. 

Part of the Whittington parish includes Park Hall. This was previously parkland for the Park Hall 

Mansion, it was then an army training camp, but now is residential and farming land. 

There are a number of small shops and public houses within the Parish and B&B establishments 

which are well supported.  

Whittington Castle, The Shropshire Union Canal and the Parish Church of St John the Baptist are all 

a tourist draw to the area. 

 

Map showing the Boundary of the Parish of Whittington. 

Residents like living in the Parish because it is a relaxed place to live with easy access to the 

countryside and local environment, which in itself they value highly. Residents also value the good 

local transport links and connections and in particular the local school. 

Residents see the volume and nature of the local and through traffic and speeding as negative 

aspects of living in the Parish, followed closely by the poor mobile network and car parking issues. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_parish
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THE WHITTINGTON PARISH PLAN 

What is a Parish Plan? 

Communities are rarely given the opportunity to say what they really want for the future of where they 

live. It is even rarer for them to be able to do so themselves in a form that has a formal meeting. 

It is essential that the Parish Plan reflects the needs and desires of the whole community, both for the 

benefit of the community but also if it is to have legitimacy in the wider planning framework and in 

trying to secure funds. It needs to express the opinions of everyone who wishes to have an input and 

not those who regularly sit on a committee or attend public meetings and must not forget minority 

views. 

Although the planning process was initiated and supported by the Parish Council, the Parish Plan is 

very much an independent document created by the Parish as a whole. 

Why create a Parish Plan? 

There are three main reasons for developing a Parish Plan: 

¶ Primarily, the plan is for the communityôs own use. It identifies the issues considered to be of 

most importance and this allows effort to be focused on the areas of most benefit to the 

community itself. 

¶ The plan represents the views of the Parish and not just, for example, that of the Parish 

Council which represents the community. It can be used to feed into and inform wider 

planning strategies at unitary council and above, and also to provide external organisations 

with more detail, ensuring that the communityôs voice is heard. 

¶ Funding requests require demonstration of genuine and widespread community support for 

projects. 

Who is it for? 

Much of the plan is for the use of the local community. However there are messages and actions for 

others too: 

¶ Parish and unitary Councillors and our Member of Parliament. 

¶ Parish Council and Shropshire Council. 

¶ Local businesses and landowners. 

¶ Local Police, Health and Educational authorities. 

¶ Bus companies and the highways agency. 

¶ Electricity suppliers, internet providers and other utility companies. 

¶ Other stakeholders and the Voluntary sector. 

¶ Through the Parish Council the Parish Plan has an input into the Shropshire Council ñPlace 

Planò. 

What is a Place Plan? 

In Shropshire, 18 Place Plans have been produced which identify the infrastructure and investment 

needs within each community.  They are aimed at ensuring that Shropshire Council and our partners 

understand the local priorities within each community and that resources can therefore be targeted 

appropriately. The Place Plans are based around the 18 main market towns/key centres and for the 

Whittington Parish it is Oswestry. 

The place plan for the Oswestry area can be found in the link below. 

https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/place-plans/Oswestry/ 

  

https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/place-plans/Oswestry/
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How was the Parish Plan produced? 

Funding for a residents survey was provided by a grant from Shropshire Council. This covered the 

cost of hall hire for meetings and stationery, together with the printing and postage of the initial 

questionnaire. Supplementary funding has been provided by Whittington Parish Council. 

Volunteers from within the Parish, all with an interest in creating a community voice, formed the 

Whittington Parish Plan Steering Group in June 2013. The Steering Group worked hard to produce a 

residentôs questionnaire that would capture the views of the community, including current concerns 

and also ideas on what could improve the community as a whole. 

During the spring of 2015 a questionnaire comprising 59 questions about a range of topics was 

posted out to 1128 addresses. The questionnaire was designed to combine the views of everyone in 

the household. However, additional questionnaires could be filled in on-line. 

Events were also held at the Parish school, Fort Business Park, Village Fete and the Senior Citizens 

Hall to canvass the views of residents and businesses. 

Each questionnaire was sent out with a freepost envelope for return to Shropshire Rural Communities 

Charity (Shropshire RCC), a leading local charity which aims to improve quality of life and strengthen 

communities in the county.  

Of the 1128 questionnaires distributed, 313 were returned (including 8 online), resulting in a response 

rate of 28% which is a little lower than other similar communities.  

The responses have been analysed independently by Shropshire RCC and the results are 

summarised in an Analysis Report available on request. 

 
Gender of the residents in the 
participating households was 
evenly distributed and the 
combined views of at least 666 
residents are included in the 
Shropshire RCC report. The 
majority of residents in 
participating households are 
between 65 and 75 years of 
age. 
 

 
 

The Whittington Parish Plan Steering Group have reviewed the Analysis Report from Shropshire RCC 

and have worked together to produce the Parish Plan.  It is estimated that the Steering Group 

members have saved the Parish Council the equivalent of £9,600 by volunteering to do this onerous 

task.  

The Members of the Whittington Parish Plan Steering Group are: 

¶ John Carroll ( Chairman) 

¶ Jill Whitby ï (Secretary) 

¶ Romer Hoseason (Parish Councillor) 

¶ Sue Cowley (Clerk to the Parish Council) 

¶ Corrie Davies (Shropshire Council) 

¶ Neil Robinson (Volunteer: Castle 
Representative) 

¶ Sarah Burton (Rector) 

¶ Kath Griffiths (Resident) 

¶ Ian Johnson (Resident) 

¶ Frank Davis (Parish Council) 

¶ Brian Savage (Resident) 

¶ Cheryl Blount-Powell (Resident) 
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LIFE IN WHITTINGTON PARISH 

Likes of living in the Parish 

The residents were asked to consider what they liked most about living in the Parish. 

 
 
From the answers given it appears that people really value the relaxed countryside feel of their local 
environment and landscape. 
 

Dislikes of living in the Parish 

The residents were also asked to consider what they least liked about living in the Parish 

 

 

From the answers given it appears that over half of respondents see the volume and nature of traffic 
and speeding as negative aspects of living in the Parish, closely followed by a poor mobile phone 
network and parking in the village. 
 
These elements will be explored further in the following sections. 
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WHAT THE CHILDREN SAID 

On Thursday 5th March 2015 a voting session for the Parish youngsters was held at the school. 
Electronic pod voting sessions were done with years 3, 4, 5 and 6 involving 116 children.  
Below is a list of main findings from the pod voting session: 
 

¶ The majority of children rate the FitzgWarine play ground as ógoodô but the Oaklands Estate 
playground appears much less used. Over half of children have used the equipment at The 
Castle. 

¶ Just under a quarter use the mobile library. 

¶ The majority of children feel safe when walking around Whittington but 25 (21.6%) say they do 
not. 

¶ Over 50% of children travel to school by car and just under three quarters of children think there is 
a problem with parking around school. 

¶ Over 75% of children said they use a bike and just under 60% think that they (and their family) 
would use a cycle path to Oswestry. 

¶ The majority of children think it would be a good idea if there were bike racks by the Whittington 
village shop. 

¶ Over 65% of children say they have a bus available where they live but over 40% do not use the 
bus. The bus service to Oswestry is most popular with 23% more saying they use it over the bus 
to Shrewsbury. 

¶ Opinions about living in Whittington when they grow up were fairly divided with 45% óyesô and 
55% ónoô. 

¶ Children rated óopen nature spacesô, óschoolô and ófriendly peopleô the highest when asked what 
they like most about Whittington. 

¶ Opinions about the least liked aspects of life in Whittington were fairly clear as 49% said it was 
dog mess on pavements. 

¶ When asked what they would like if they could choose something new for Whittington, 28% 
suggested a BMX track.  

¶ The activities the children would most like to take part in would be football, swimming, rugby and 
dodgeball with these getting the majority of votes.  

 

Many of the points above have been echoed in the survey and are addressed in the following 

sections. 
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES 

Access to Superfast Broadband 

As work styles evolve to more people working from 
home, access to the Internet is becoming very 
important to the residents. 39% say they have 
access to Superfast Broadband. 42% of the 
residents said that that they have access to the 
internet but would like access to Superfast 
Broadband. 19% of the responders did not want 
access to the Internet. 
 
Much work has been done by the Parish Council 
and Shropshire Council to lobby service providers 
to roll out Superfast Broadband.  
Further information can be obtained from the 
ñConnecting Shropshire forumò. 
http://connectingshropshire.co.uk/  

Are you connected to Superfast 
Broadband? 

 

  
Facilities 

The Parish hosts several key facilities namely the Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Whittington C 

of E Aided School, Whittington Castle, the Community Centre and the Senior Citizens hall.  

Youth activities such as Brownies and Ballet take place in either the Community Centre or the Senior 

Citizens Hall as do coffee mornings, Whist Drives, line dancing and Zumba.  

When asked to indicate attendance at these facilities, the largest response from the residents was 
órarelyô and óneverô.  
 

 
 

`  
 

 

 

 

http://connectingshropshire.co.uk/


Page 11 of 24  

The survey responses indicate that they rarely use the venues, but as a community we are aware that 

many activities take place ranging from organised classes to celebratory parties and fayres. 

Clubs and Societies 
 
Within the Parish a range of clubs and societies are offered. Sport activities are provided by 
Whittington Cricket and Bowls club, Oswestry Boys and Girls Football club, Oswestry Rugby club and 
the Venue. 
 
The responders have indicated various attendance numbers at these clubs and societies but 

attendance may be appropriate to the age of the household members. 

Attendance at Clubs or Societies 

 
 
 
A further 180 responders said that they did not attend any of the clubs or societies within the parish. 

 
Commercial Enterprises 
 
The area is serviced by a number of commercial enterprises located within the Parish.  
 
Support for enterprises in Whittington: village pubs, shop and hairdressers are good but the pubs and 

services in the hamlets are less well supported. 
 

Parish Communications 
 
Communication of parish activities is generally 
done through ñThe Rippleò (a monthly magazine 
produced by the church) or through the School 
weekly newsletter ñThe Bellò. 
The proprietors of the village shop and the fish 
bar also support local organisations by allowing 
them to advertise within the shop. 
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Suggested improvements to facilities and services 

The residents have suggested the following as improvements to the Parish life. 

¶ More Police presence. 

¶ Better mobile phone coverage. 

¶ Better Superfast Broadband coverage. 

¶ The re-introduction of Scouts and 
Guides. 

¶ Football pitch or large playing field that 
children can use for sport.  

¶ Local re-cycling bank for cardboard etc.  

¶ An improved local shop as well as more 
small independent shops including a 
store in Park Hall. 

¶ Restaurant/cafe/coffee house with 
opening times that align with parents 
taking and picking up children from 
school. 

¶ More/readily accessible info on wide 
range of walks from the area e.g. circular 
routes 3-10 miles long with maps and 
instructions to promote local exploration. 

¶ Menôs Club with table tennis, pool tables 
etc. 

¶ Youth Group. 

¶ BMX Track. 
 

 

Issues What can be done By whom When 

Re-cycling facilities. Introduce kerbside 
cardboard re-cycling. 

Shropshire Council Autumn 2016 

Clubs and societies. To establish new clubs 
and societies e.g Menôs 
Club, scouts, guides 
etc. 

Volunteers required Ongoing 

Awareness of what is 
happening at the 
Parish Facilities. 

Individual organisations 
to consider 
communication media 
to support their 
activities. 

Parish Organisations Ongoing 
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OUR LOCAL ENVIRONMENT 

The residents were asked to consider what aspects of the parish should be protected. 

The graph below summarises the responses. 

 

 

The responses show that there is good support for all of the aspects mentioned. 

The residents were asked to consider what affected their enjoyment of living in the Parish. 

 

 

The graph shows that respondents feel the biggest issues are speeding and dog fouling followed by 
litter, building development and parking. 
 
Building development and parking are addressed in later sections. 
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VOLUNTEERING WITHIN THE PARISH  
 
Within the survey the residents were asked to consider that if they could offer one hour a month to 
benefit the Village or somewhere in Whittington Parish, what would they use the time for. The 
responses are summarised in the graph below. 
 

 
 
Nearly half of respondents would give an hour a month to help a neighbour with strong interest to 
preserve the horticulture and to provide activities for the youth and the elderly. 
A project was established in October 2015 with the aim of bringing the volunteers together with the 
organisations that needed support.  
 
 
 

Issues What can be done By whom When 

Dog fouling and litter.  Educate the residents 

in where litter and dog 

waste can be 

deposited. 

Residents Ongoing 

Volunteering. To promote volunteer 
opportunities within the 
Parish. 

Volunteer required to 
act as volunteer 

 co-ordinator. 

Ongoing 
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PLANNING AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

PLANNING 

At present the Parish Council has a development plan for the Parish which allows for small 

developments within the Village of Whittington and the Hamlet of Park Hall, with limited development 

in the other 3 Hamlets. However, the Parish is recognised under the current Shropshire Council 

SAMDev plans as an area for development in their 2016-2026 plans. 

Further information can be found from the link below. 

http://shropshire.gov.uk/planning-policy/samdev-plan-adoption/ 

The majority of respondents feel that the Parish does not need any more housing over the next 10 

years, but a small proportion think that it does. 

 

It is clear from the results that the residents do not want major development within the Parish. There 

are concerns that the Parish boundaries will be eroded and it will become a suburb of Oswestry. 

For the responders who felt that more 
development was required when asked 
what type of housing is required 
bungalows and 1-2 and 3 bedroom 
houses get the most support.  
Indications are that the infrastructure 
should be able to support whatever is 
built and that the óaffordableô element is 
important. 
 

 
 

No one single tenure i.e. privately owned, rented, care homes, stood out dramatically as receiving the 

most óvotesô. 

PROTECTION OF AREAS FROM DEVELOPMENT 

At the question if any sites should be protected from building development, 160 comments were 

received. A number of locations were mentioned more than once: - Castlefields, behind the Castle, 

behind the school, in the countryside, within the village.  

Many of the issues raised over new developments can be addressed through planning policy.   

The Parish will continue with the SAMDev Plan and consider any development using the existing 

planning process. 

http://shropshire.gov.uk/planning-policy/samdev-plan-adoption/
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INFRASTRUCTURE 

Local School 

Out of 36 households with school age children, 28 have children at the local school. All bar one of the 

eight households who send their children elsewhere do so by choice.  One family had to send their 

child to another school because the school was full. 

The majority of children walk to the Primary School. No buses or taxis are used. Some find it not safe 

to cycle. 

 

The majority of those who take their children by car said they do so for safety reasons (narrow 

pavements, inconsiderate parking, speed and size of the traffic), unwittingly adding to the volume of 

traffic in the area at drop off and pick up times. 

65 respondents have a disability and nearly 2/3 of them say they cannot easily use the pavements 

around the Parish. This is mainly due to the poor state of the pavements, narrowness and sloping 

towards the road with the added danger of cars being parked on them. There may also be an issue 

around there being not enough dropped kerbs. 

The Parish Council is aware that some of the pavements need improving. The Parish Council will 

work with Shropshire Council to address the issues. 

Flooding 

The vast majority of households have not been affected by flooding. Burma Road and Park Hall are 

mentioned as having flooding issues. 

There is a recognised issue with flooding in Burma Road which the steering group have investigated 

and conclude that it cannot easily be resolved. The Parish Council shall work with the relevant 

authorities to continue to manage the impact.  

Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 

The Flood and Water Management Act 2010, enacted by government in response to the 

recommendations of The Pitt Review, designated unitary and county councils as lead local flood 

authorities (LLFAs) with new responsibilities for leading and co-ordinating the management of local 

flood risk; namely the flood risk arising from surface water runoff, groundwater and ordinary 

watercourses. This includes a statutory duty to develop, maintain, apply and monitor a strategy for the 

management of local flood risk. 

In the spirit of the act, and recognising the current economic climate, Shropshire Council and 

Staffordshire County Council have entered into a collaborative working agreement to assist in fulfilling 

their duties as LLFAs. 

This Local Flood Risk Management Strategy formalises the longer term vision and shapes individual 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/29/contents
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Homepage.aspx
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priorities that deliver the greatest benefit to the people, property and environment of Shropshire and 

Staffordshire. The strategy covers local sources of flooding and is consistent with the Environment 

Agencyôs National Flood Risk Management Strategy. 

The residents of the catchment areas within the Whittington Parish that are deemed at risk from 

flooding from surface water, have been contacted by Shropshire Council and have been offered a 

property flood protection assessment. 

Further information can be obtained from the following link. 

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/drainage-and-flooding/drainage-and-flooding/local-flood-risk-

management-strategy/ 

 

Traffic Calming 

Nearly 70% of respondents would like more traffic calming measures in the Parish. 

 

The respondents offered ideas of how it could be improved. They focus on cameras and speed 

enforcement, parking restrictions, lowering speed limits and size restrictions and ultimately a bypass.  

The Parish Council is aware of the speeding issues and concerns over the current traffic calming 

measures and will work with the appropriate authorities to address the issues. 

 

Issues What can be done By whom When 

Major Developments. The SAMDev planning 

policy has been 

adopted and the Parish 

Council will work within 

this policy. 

Parish Council Ongoing 

Pavements. To lobby the highways 
department. 

Parish Council 
Shropshire Council 

Ongoing 

Traffic issues. Liaise with the 
appropriate authorities.  

Parish Council 
Highways Department 

Police 

Ongoing 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-flood-and-coastal-erosion-risk-management-strategy-for-england
http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/drainage-and-flooding/drainage-and-flooding/local-flood-risk-management-strategy/
http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/drainage-and-flooding/drainage-and-flooding/local-flood-risk-management-strategy/

